Leading the Way in Family Law: Insights from the 2024 American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
Annual Meeting

Feinberg & Waller, APC prides itself on being at the cutting edge of family law, consistently leveraging the
most current knowledge and techniques to advocate for our clients. This commitment to excellence was
highlighted during the prestigious annual meeting of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
(AAML) in Chicago. This elite gathering brings together the top family law practitioners nationwide.
Representing our firm at the meeting was Marshall Waller, a principal at Feinberg & Waller, a certified
California Family Law Specialist, and a distinguished fellow of the AAML recognized for his profound
expertise and commitment to the field. Waller also holds esteemed positions in the International
Academy of Family Lawyers and the American Bar Foundation, where he is recognized among the top
one percent of lawyers in the United States.

Waller shares valuable insights and lessons from the meeting and reflects on how these enhance our
strategies and approaches in family law. By staying connected to and learning from leading experts in the
field, Feinberg & Waller, APC continues to lead with integrity, expertise, and a deep commitment to our
clients.

Understanding Multifaceted Family Dynamics

At the heart of family law is the understanding of complex human relationships, a theme that resonated
deeply at the meeting. In sessions like “Religious and Cultural Considerations in Crafting Parenting Plans’
and “Navigating High-Conflict Parenting Disputes for Special Needs Children,” Waller noted the necessity
of appreciating cultural nuances and the specific needs of children within these frameworks.
"Recognizing diverse cultural backgrounds and integrating them thoughtfully into parenting plans not
only respects family values but also enhances the effectiveness of these arrangements," Waller reflected.
He continued, “Enhancing your understanding of the cultural and religious backgrounds of the families
you represent can be straightforward. For example, familiarizing yourself with the religious calendars to
acknowledge significant cultural holidays, or engaging cultural advisors during mediation, can
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significantly enhance understanding and cooperation among parties involved." In matters with special
needs children, he stressed the importance of specialized knowledge and empathy to craft supportive
co-parenting strategies that genuinely reflect the child's best interests. “Consulting with experts involved
in that child’s care provides a deeper understanding of a child's needs, which might not be immediately
apparent through legal frameworks alone. This can help guide the development of parenting plans that
are both compassionate and pragmatic, ensuring they truly support the well-being of the child.” shared
Waller.

Exploring Legal Complexities Beyond Divorce

During sessions like “Interesting and Exotic Claims that Complicate Divorce” and “Name Image and
Likeness and the Intersection of Family Law,” the intricate overlap between family law and broader legal
domains became apparent. These discussions revealed the layers of legal challenges that can surface in
family law practices. From handling high-profile clients to addressing the “very unexpected” in a divorce,
Waller emphasized the need for robust legal strategies. "When tackling cases that venture into these



complex territories, having an experienced guide is invaluable. A myriad of opportunities for missteps
could lead to malpractice. Aligning with experts who have navigated these waters successfully can
provide the support and insight necessary to manage these cases effectively and protect our clients'
interests." During the meeting, these sessions reaffirmed the critical need for comprehensive counsel
and the importance of a multidisciplinary approach in family law, ensuring practitioners can handle any
complexities that might come their way and safeguarding their clients' rights and interests effectively.

Innovative Approaches to Legal Challenges

The meeting illuminated various innovative legal frameworks and solutions, notably in sessions like “The
Role of Alternative Dispute Resolution in International Child Custody and Abduction Cases” and
“Avoiding QDRO Nightmares.” These discussions highlighted the critical role of alternative dispute
resolutions in managing complex international custody disputes cost-effectively and navigating the
intricacies of dividing retirement assets. Waller emphasized the value of mediation and expert guidance
in these contexts, suggesting that "embracing innovative dispute resolution techniques can lead to more
amicable and sustainable outcomes for all parties involved."

The session on international child custody provided a compelling overview of how alternative dispute
resolution can streamline challenging cases that span across different jurisdictions, reducing both time
and financial costs while fostering a collaborative approach. Concurrently, the deep dive into the
complexities of QDROs underscored the need for meticulous attention to detail and collaboration with
financial experts to ensure equitable division of assets. Waller remarked, "Whether we’re addressing
cross-border custody challenges or dividing complex retirement assets, the underlying strategy remains
the same—Ileveraging specialized knowledge and mediation to forge solutions that uphold the interests
of all parties. These sessions have reinforced the importance of integrating cutting-edge legal strategies
into our practice to serve our clients better."

Addressing the Hidden Impacts of Domestic Issues

The discussions on domestic violence in the session titled “No Visible Bruises: What We Don’t Know
About Domestic Violence Can Kill Us” offered some of the most profound insights at the meeting. Waller
was particularly impacted by the exploration of the broader definitions and impacts of domestic abuse.
"The term 'domestic violence' often conjures images of physical assault, but we must recognize that
abuse can be psychological, emotional, and financial, which can be equally, if not more, destructive,"
Waller shared.

He continued, explaining that several jurisdictions are considering renaming statutes from “domestic
violence” to “domestic abuse” to reflect the broader spectrum of non-physical abuse that victims
endure. "This legislative change is crucial as it acknowledges the full scope of abuse and adjusts our legal
approach to protect and advocate for all victims effectively," Waller noted.

Waller emphasized the importance of this session in shaping legal approaches: "As family law
practitioners, it's vital that we understand the subtleties of abuse to advocate effectively for victims. This
session highlighted the critical need to expand our perceptions and methods to address all forms of
domestic abuse. By broadening our understanding and adapting our strategies, we can better support
our clients and work towards more comprehensive legal protections."



This session not only opened attendees' eyes to the nuanced aspects of abuse but also underscored the
essential role lawyers play in recognizing and combating these often-overlooked forms of violence.
Waller’s takeaways from the discussion highlight the importance of continuous education in the legal
field to keep up with the evolving understanding of what constitutes domestic abuse and how best to
address it.

Expanding Perspectives and Embracing Diversity

The session “The Art of Perception,” led by keynote speaker Amy Herman, delved into using art to
sharpen observational skills. Herman, an attorney, art historian, and expert in visual intelligence,
showcased how art could help professionals from various fields—including law—hone their ability to
notice subtle details that often get overlooked. Herman's unique approach uses art to reveal how deeply
one can interpret visual information, enhancing analysis and communication skills.

Reflecting on this session, Waller emphasized the parallels between analyzing art and legal analysis. He
remarked, "Just as a piece of art is more than its surface presentation, so are the cases we handle. They
contain layers of complexity that include not just the apparent facts, but also the underlying emotions,
motivations, and unspoken truths." Family law professionals can apply these insights by training
themselves to look beyond the surface in their cases. “When reviewing case files, it’s crucial to observe
not just the content but also the context—much like examining the brushstrokes, color choices, and light
in a painting,” Waller explains. “This approach requires paying closer attention to the nuances in client
communications, the subtleties of a child's reactions during visitations, or the implicit tones in a spouse's
statements during mediation. By adopting a more nuanced view, lawyers can better understand all
parties' perspectives and motivations, which leads to more empathetic and effective advocacy.”

In a complementary vein, “Representation Matters: The Pipeline to the Legal Profession and What That
Means for Family Law Attorneys” by Leonard M. Baynes focused on the pressing issues of diversity and
inclusion within the legal profession. Baynes, the Dean, Distinguished Chair, and Professor of Law at the
University of Houston Law Center, highlighted recent shifts in higher education admissions and discussed
the move toward race-neutral policies and their real-world impact on minority enrollments. For instance,
changes following the 2023 Supreme Court decision on race in admissions saw a noticeable decline in
minority students at premier institutions like Harvard, emphasizing the need for more robust inclusivity
strategies.

Baynes also touched upon the unique challenges faced by the LGBTQIA+ community, particularly around
issues of gender identity, underscoring the importance of respectful and equitable treatment in both
educational and professional settings. "Understanding the dynamics of representation helps us
appreciate the varied backgrounds of the families we serve and enhances our effectiveness as
advocates," Waller reflected, acknowledging the importance of a more inclusive legal profession. Waller
emphasized the broader implications of Baynes' insights, noting that as family law practitioners, it's
crucial to reflect the diversity of the communities we serve. "Fostering an inclusive environment not only
introduces diverse perspectives but also ensures that these voices are heard and valued," he explained.
This approach enriches our understanding and deepens trust and connection with clients.



Both sessions highlighted the necessity of integrating diverse perspectives and specialized knowledge
into family law practice. Waller agreed that by embracing these broader viewpoints, attorneys can offer
more nuanced and effective representation, ensuring that all voices are heard and respected in the legal
process, thereby paving the way for more effective advocacy and better outcomes in family law cases.

Reflections and Forward Movements

Waller’s experience at the AAML 2024 meeting reinforced the critical role of continuous education and
adaptability in family law practice. By engaging with diverse topics and integrating multidisciplinary
approaches, family law practitioners like Waller can enhance their practice and provide more informed,
empathetic representation to their clients.

As Feinberg & Waller continues to engage with advanced educational opportunities and elite
professional gatherings like the AAML Annual Meeting, we reinforce our dedication to providing superior
legal representation. The AAML’s commitment to fostering the highest levels of family law practice
mirrors our own objectives of excellence and innovation in legal strategies, ensuring that our clients
benefit from the most knowledgeable and effective representation available in the field of family law.



